S6                  THE AMERICAN REVOLUTION
That was no time, Burke urged, for taking public business as part of a comfortable, leisurely, scheme of life, mixed in with private occupations and amusements. The occasion was one which called for the whole of the best among them; and, above all, for Rockingham. America was his. He had saved her once, and now by taking action betimes, might very possibly save her again. If the honourable memories connected with the repeal of the Stamp Act did not move him, at any rate let him bethink himself how, only two years back, he had come up to Grosvenor Square, without waiting for the commencement of the London season, and had summoned his colleagues round him to lay their plans for defeating the proposal of an Irish Absentee Tax.
Human nature is not always at its highest level; and heroic sacrifices arise only from heartfelt motives. When their incomes were threatened by the Irish parliament, the Rockinghams did not shrink even from the hardship of living for the inside of a week in a town-house with the carpets up, and covers on the furniture. But when nothing worse was to be feared than a civil war, and two or three foreign wars to follow, they considered that the Newmarket meeting in October was a reasonable date for breaking up their establishments in the country, and coming South in order to learn what Burke wanted of them at Westminster.1 Their lethargy was exasperating to clearsighted patriots, and especially to such as had been in Parliament themselves, but were there no longer. " The Opposition," Horace Walpole wrote, " seemed to have lost all spirit. What little life there was, existed in the Duke of Richmond and Charles Fox." 2
1" It may be worth your Lordship's consideration whether you ought not, as soon as possible, to draw your principal friends together. It may then be examined whether a larger meeting might not be expedient,.to see whether some plan could not be thought of for doing something in the counties and the towns. The October meeting at Newmarket will be too late in the year ; and then the business of the meeting would take up too much time from the other." Burke to Rockingham ; August 23, 1775.
2 The Last Journals of Horace Walpole: January 1776.